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Efforts by the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) to present a clean image before the
1994 presidential elections were undermined by news on March 4 that President Carlos Salinas
de Gortari had solicited campaign contributions of US$25 million each from up to 30 of Mexico's
wealthiest businessmen at a private dinner. According to the New York Times, the guest list for the
dinner, which was held on Feb. 23, included businessmen who profited from purchase of former
state enterprises, such as Emilio Azcarraga of the television network Televisa, Carlos Slim Helu
of the telephone monopoly Telefonos de Mexico (Telmex), Adrian Sada of the glass manufacturer
Vitro, and Roberto Hernandez of Banco Nacional de Mexico (Banamex). The PRI succeeded in
keeping the donation request secret for several days. However, details of the dinner appeared in
local newspapers on March 4, provoking strong protests from the two main opposition parties: the
Democratic Revolution Party (PRD) and the National Action Party (PAN). Ironically, the news broke
while PRI was engaged in talks with PAN on proposed changes in campaign laws. Several PAN
members angrily walked out of that meeting. Even some members of the PRI criticized the donation
request, saying that the ruling party was giving the appearance of being owned by the wealthy
and powerful. "Not even the sum of the money donated by the businessmen will allow the PRI to
recover the votes that will be lost as a result of the scandal," said PRI Deputy Jorge Trevino. The PRI
made an attempt to control the extent of the damage by issuing a new set of guidelines regarding
campaign donations. In a statement on March 9, PRI chairman Genaro Borrego said the party will
no longer accept contributions from businesses, corporations, religious organizations or foreign
entities. A ceiling of one million pesos (US$312,000) was established for individual contributions.
Borrego denied that the PRI had ever requested donations from anyone in exchange for political
favors. The next day, PAN officials characterized the limit on campaign contributions as a positive
step that would help improve the climate for talks on political campaign reforms. They cautioned,
however, that careful monitoring would have to take place in order to make sure the PRI follows
through on the commitments. (Sources: La Jornada, 03/04/93, 03/05/93; New York Times, 03/08/93;
Notimex, 03/11/93; Agence France Presse 03/09/93, 03/10/93, 03/14/93; Spanish news service EFE,
03/09/93)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

